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unsatisfactory. The Russian column stopt short of Bergen. General Coote's brigade, joined to Colonel McDonald's, fell in with the enemy upon the sand-hills close to the right of the Russians, and were engaged in some degree the whole day. The action cannot, however, have been very severe from the small loss they met with. When the enemy found that they could not impede the advance of Sir Ralph's column, and that their left must be turned, they took measures for a retreat upon the right; and continued a cannonade only with the Russian column and General Burrard, who with the second brigade of Guards had been directed to advance upon the left of the canal towards Shorldam and Alkmaar. In the evening of the 3rd our troops took possession of Bergen and Alkmaar, abandoned by the enemy, and in the morning Sir Ralph entered Egmont-op-Zee. Had Colonel McDonald obeyed his orders, and, instead of going to the left after passing Camperduyn, had he kept tlie right and flanked Sir Ralph's column, his force, 3000 men, could not have been resisted. It might, if necessary, have received occasional assistance from the column, and we should have reached without being harassed Egmont-op-Zee by twelve or one o'clock, and have turned the position of the enemy with a column of 10,000 men in a state to take advantage of so favourable an event. But from the absence of Colonel McDonald's corps the regiments were brought into action one after another. My brigade in particular was rendered completely useless, so that instead of arriving early at our point with a column fresh and ready to act, Sir Ralph was forced to stop short of it, not having 2000 men who had not been in action. Even these were jaded from having been so long upon their legs. No advantage, therefore, could be taken of the success we had met with,
I returned to my quarters on the evening of the 2nd, and, as soon as I was able to be moved, went to Helder, where I embarked on board the Amethyst frigate, Captain Cooke, and arrived at the Nore on the 24th. It does not appear that any plan had been thought of in the event of success on the 2nd. The right wing under Sir Ralph con-